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OPENING  STATEMENT 

Now  comes  SHIRATORI,  Toshio,  by  his  counsel: 

The  defendant  SHIRATORI  is  indicted  *n  the  following 
counts:  Counts  1-17,  27-32,  34  and  44;  that  is  to  say,  he 

is  indicted  only  on  the  counts  on  which  the  whole  accused  are 
indicted. 

In  their  general  phases  the  Defense  has  produced  evidence 
in  order  to  contradict  the  prosecution's  evidence  and  to  show 
that  the  latter  failed  to  sustain  the  aforesaid  counts  in  the 

4 

Indictment.  I  wish  to  state  that  we  rely  upon  this  evidence  of 
the  Defense  for  the  benefit  of  SHIRATORI.  I  will  not,  however, 
indicate  in  particular  the  evidence  upon  which  I  rely,  in  order 
to  avoid  repetition  and  to  save  time. 

We  will  contradict  or  explain  8ll  of  the  evidence  offered 
by  the  prosecution  against  the  defendant  SHIRATORI.  But  we  alS'- 
clearly  deny  all  the  charges  by  the  prosecution  against  SHIRA¬ 
TORI,  which  have  not  been  backed  by  evidence,  without  regard  to 
whether  the  denial  should  be  backed  by  evidence  or  not,  as  per¬ 
tains  to  acts  of  commission  and  of  omission. 

The  prosecution  insisted  in  conclusion: 

""'hile  he  (SHIRATORI)  is  specially  concerned  with 
Count  5,  we  submit  that  he  was  in  the  general  con¬ 
spiracy  from  the  beginning,  and  responsible  under  all 
the  counts  in  which  he  is  charged."  (Record,  p. 16, 924). 

However,  at  the  time  of  the  Manchurian  Incident,  we  will 

show  that  SHIRATORI  was  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Information; 

that  is  to  say,  a  Section  Shief  of  the  Foreign  Ministry,  who  is 

neither  a  statesman  nor  a  politician,  but  an  official  serving 

under  the  control  and  direction  of  the  Foreign  Minister,  and  we 

will  show  that  he  fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  office  in  line 

with  the  peace  policy  of  the  WAKATSUKI  cabinet. 
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The  prosecution  contends,  relying  on  the  so-called 
SHIRATORI  letter  to  ARITA  under  d*»te  of  4  November,  1935  (Fx. 

N*.  7F4-A) ,  that  SHIRATORI  advocated  war  against  Russia,  if 
inevitable  in  order  to  shut  her  out  from  advancing  into  East 
Asia.  But  it  will  be  shown  that  this  letter,  which  is  of  quite 
private  nature,  is  only  a  copy  made  from  another  copy  of  the 
•riginal,  that  it  is  not  sure  whether  it  quite  conforms  to  the 
original,  and  further  that  it  was  not  an  official  document  of 
the  government  as  the  prosecution  alleged. 

We  will  show  further  that  in  June,  1933?  SHIRATORI  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  serve  concurrently  as  Minister  for  the  countries  of 
Norway,  Denmark  and  Finland,  where  he  remained  until  December, 

1936,  and  that  the  Anti-Comintern  Pact  was  negotiated  during  his 
stay  in  Sweden,  far  removed  from  the  scene  thereof,  and  finally 
concluded  while  he  was  aboard  ship,  enroute  home  from  his  posts 
in  the  Scandinavian  countries.  Further,  that  SHIRATORI  could 
fcave  had  no  part  in  the  China  Affair  because  at  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  of  this  incident,  he  was  on  the  waiting  list  in  the 
Foreign  Office  and  had  no  duties,  connections,  authority  or  in¬ 
fluence  of  a*y  kind  on  the  policies  of  his  Government. 

! 

The  prfsecution  made  many  damaging  contentions  against 
SHIRATORI,  relying  on  the  telegrams  exchanged  between  Ambassador 
OTT  and  the  German  Government,  but  we  will  show  that  they  are  all 
unfounded , 

It  will  be  shown  that  SHIRATORI  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
initiation,  the  talk  and  the  negotiations  for  concluding  a  tri¬ 
partite  alliance  until  early  1939?  and  then  only  in  a  limited 
capacity,  and  also  had  nothing  to  do  with  Italy's  acceptance  to 
participate  in  the  alliance.  Moreover,  practically  the  entire 
negotiations  with  Italy  were  made  through  Germany. 

I 
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The  prosecution  insisted  that  SHIRATORI  advocated  an  all- 
out  military  alliance  without  reservations;  but  it  will  be  shown 
that  the  Tripartite  alliance,  under  consideration  at  the  time, 
was  a  weak  and  harmless  pact  of  mutual  assistance,  which  would 
enable  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  China  Incident  and  would  pre¬ 
vent  the  outbreak  of  a  European  war,  and  which  would  not  bind 
Japan  automatically  to  participate  in  any  war  for  Germany  and 
Italy,  or  to  render  military  assistance  to  thpm,  in  case  a  Euro¬ 
pean  war  should  break  out  contrary  to  expectations.  It  will  be 
shown  that  SHIRATORI,  seeing  that  Germany  and  Italy  would  not 
agree  to  the  instructions  of  the  Japahese  Government,  submitted 
to  his  Government  his  opinions  advocating  conclusion  of  a  weak  8nd 
harmless  alliance  for  the  ’cause  of  peace  in  Europe  and  in  East 
Asia,  without  insisting  upon  the  formula  of  reservation  proposed 
by  Japan.  It  will  also  be  shown  that  the  Japanese  Government  did 
not  accept  SHIRATORI's  opinions  and  furthermore,  that  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  treaties  or  alliances  did  not  finally  rest  with 
SHIRATORI,  an  Ambassador,  but  with  his  Government. 

Moreover,  it  will  be  shown  that  the  negotiations  for  con¬ 
cluding  a  Tripartite  Pact  in  1938-1939  finally  terminated  because 
of  the  conclusion  of  the  Non-Aggression  Pact  between  Germany  and 
the  USSR  on  23  August  1939 > that  the  Tripartite  Alliance  of  27  Sep¬ 
tember  194i  was  quite  a  different  one  from  the  pact  negotiated  in 
1938-1939?  and  that  there  was  no  relation  between  the  two. 

It  will  be  further  shown  that  SHIRATORI,  being  Matsuoka's 
diplomatic  advisor  in  name  only,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  Tripartite  Pact  of  27  September  194f,  and  with 
the  other  diplomatic  activities  of  Foreign  Minister  Matsuoka. 

The  prosecution  branded  SHIRATORI  as  a  propagandist  in  the 
so-called  "conspiracy"  (record,  p.l6,765)i  probably  relying  on  his 
activities,  contributing  articles  and  delivering  lectures.  But 
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we  will  show  that  he  contributed  articles  and  delivered  lectures 
*n  his  own  volition  and  not  upon  instructions  or  directions  of 
his  Government;  that  he  was  not,  properly  speaking,  a  writer  or 
lecturer,  and  a  certain  amount  of  popularity  of  his  writings  and 
lectures  resulted  mainly  from  his  outspokenness  and  indiscretion 
as  a  diplomat,  and  that  his  writings  and  lectures  were  always  of 
a  private  nature  and  had  only  a  limited  influence.  It  will  als* 
be  shown  that  the  main  purpose  of  SHIRATORI fs  delivering  lectures 
after  his  return  from  Rome  was  to  answer  certain  criticisms  againsl 
his  activities  in  Italy. 

We  will  show,  further,  that  SHIRATORI  was  seriously  ill  for 
almost  one  year,  beginning  in  the  spring  of  1941;  that  is  to  say, 
luring  the  most  decisive  period  of  the  times,  and  was  disabled  froi 
engaging  in  any  position  of  responsibility;  and  certainly  had  no 
part  in  the  planning,  preparation  for,  or  otherwise  in  the  insti¬ 
gation  and  carrying  on  of  the  Pacific  War;  that  the  serious  ill¬ 
ness  brought ' about  a  marked  change  in  his  character,  drawing  him 
lore  deeply  into  a  domain  of  spirituality,  and  that  during  the 
entire  period  of  World  War  II  he  concerned  himself  very  little 
with  worldly  affairs. 

v'e  will  also  show  that  SHIRATORI  played  no  important  part 
as  a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the  Imperial  Rule  Assistance 
Association  as  well  as  of  the  Imperial  Rule  Assistance  Political 
Society. 

In  short,  v/e  will  show  that  there  is  no  substantial  evidence 
t»  connect  the  defendant  SHIRATORI  with  commissions  or  voluntary 
omissions  so  as  to  b«  guilty  of  any  of  the  offences  set  forth 
in  the  Indictment. 
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Page  2:  paragraph  2,  lino  2,  insert  "Sweden, 11  after 

"countries  of";  line  3,  substitute  "November" 
for  "December". 

Page  3:  line  IS,  insert  "(Record  pp.  31255-57)"  after 
"with  his  Government". 
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